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Marden News & Views 
April 2026 

 
 
 
 

APRIL DIARY 
Date Event Place Time 

4th Repair Cafe Marden Hub 10:00am-1:00pm 

6th Easter Family Event Marden Church 2:00pm-4:00pm 

7th Marden Wildlife Trust Community Centre 7:00pm 

7th Short Mat Bowls Community Centre 7:30pm-9:00pm 

8th Marden Gardeners Community Centre 7:00pm 

9th WI Bodenham Hall 2:00pm 

11th Village Litter Pick Community Centre 10:00am 

11th Garden Tidy Marden Hub 11:00am-2:00pm 

14th Mothers Union Marden Church 2:30pm 

14th Short Mat Bowls Community Centre 7:30pm-9:00pm 

14th Sutton Environment & History Group Sutton Village Hall 7:30pm 

18th Yardbirds Marden Church 10:00am-1:00pm 

18th Church Plan Consultation Marden Church 2:00pm-4:00pm 

21st Parish Council Meeting Community Centre 7:30pm 

21st Short Mat Bowls Community Centre 7:30pm-9:00pm 

22nd Marden Arts and Crafts Bodenham  Hall 2:00pm 

28th Short Mat Bowls Community Centre 7:30pm-9:00pm 
Advanced Notice May 2026  

2nd Repair Café  Marden Hub 10:00am-1:00pm 

5th Marden Wildlife Trust  Community Centre 7:00pm 

3rd Good Friday Hub Closed 

9th Community fundraising table top sale  Community Garden  10:00am-12:00pm 
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Parish Contacts 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR     ASSOCIATIONS   
Peter Bryce Hamblin, Tel: 07792 880222  
peter.hamblin@herefordshire.gov.uk    

Afternoon Whist:  Leader -  
Lesley Day  CLOSED 

PARISH COUNCIL      Amberley Crafters:  Sue Price 01432 882231 
Parish Councillors     Art & Crafts: Wendy Steadman 01432 880203 
Chairman: David Bennett 07702 582584 
david.bennett@mardenherefordshire-pc.gov.uk    Brownies: Katy Brandwood  07527 689718  
Vice Chairman: Kate Ryan 07980 310696  
kate.ryan@mardenherefordshire-pc.gov.uk    Rainbows: Laura Marsh  07966 960708  
Paula Barrett 07985 576230 
paulabarrett942@hotmail.com    Guides: Alison Thomas 01432 880094 
Mike Blake 07753 197718  
mblake777@hotmail.com    Gardeners: Angela Sasso 01432 882102 
Lesley Hayward 01432 801505   
lesley.hayward@mardenherefordshire-pc.gov.uk    History Society: Lin McCoy  01432 880413  
Rod Lees 01432 880679  
rodlees1234@btinternet.com    Morse Bags: Wendy Steadman 01432 880203 
Chris Morgan 01432 880449  
chris@morgan-shack.co.uk    
Richard Paske 07753 398435  
richard.paske@mardenherefordshire-pc.gov.uk    Mothers Union: Penny Godfrey 01432 882101 
    Pilates: Emma Caldwell 07971009691 

   
Playing Fields Booking:  
Steve Miles 01432 880976 

SAND BAGS: Andy Owens  07792 827184   Pre-School: Paula Barrett 01432 880034 
Parish Clerk: Richard James Tel: 01432 683787   
parish.clerk@mardenherefordshire-pc.gov.uk    Volunteers’ List: Kate Ryan 01432 880369 
Footpaths Officer: TBA 
   

Womens' Institute:  
Moira Thomas 01432 880143  

   
Wildlife Trust Marden:  
Jess Tidball 

01568 797227  

      
         
Tree Warden: Andrew Matthews  07973 837564   SPORTING ORGANISATIONS   
COMMUNITY HALL     Badminton Club: TBA  
Booking Clerk: Mrs Chris Wathen 01432 311565   Riding Club: Hollie Cartwright 07707 075285 
      Shortmat Bowls: Carol Rawlings 01432 880056 
     Tennis Club: David Bennett 07702 582584  
NEWS AND VIEWS     
Doug Cross     TRAVEL INFORMATION   

Hilary Lees 01432 880679   
Bus information: Call Traveline 
7 day/week, 7:00am – 8:00pm  08712 002233 

      Lugg Valley Travel (local buses)  01568 612759 
CHURCHES     INNS   
St Mary's Parish Church     Amberley Arms: CLOSED 
Churchwarden: Jessica Tidball 01568 797227   Volunteer Inn: CLOSED 
J Tidball—Mobile 07983120580        
Churchwarden: Janet Hewlett  01432 880061   MARDEN PRIMARY SCHOOL   
Church Library: Sandra Watkins 01432 880258   Head Teacher: Elizabeth Orton 01432 880208 
Amberley Chapel         

Hon. Churchwarden: Jo Erskine  01432 880821   
Police Safer Neighbourhood 
Team 101 

    Crime Stoppers 0800 555111 
Marden Chapel         
Jill Brooks 01432 880583   S&A Produce 01432 880235 
For changes and additions, please contact Doug Cross—Email: mardennewsandviews@hotmail.co.uk 

Marden Band of Ringers: Ian Thornewell 
mardenbells@outlook.com    
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General Data Protection Regulation 
Marden Parish Council (PC) and Marden News & Views (N&V) are committed to 
safeguarding your personal data and complying with the rights of individuals under the 
GDPR. The PC Privacy Notice and other GDPR documents can be accessed on the website 
using this link https://www.mardenherefordshire-pc.gov.uk/parish-council/data-protection-
gdpr/. Submitting an article or advertisement for publication or contacting N&V for any 
other reason, is taken as positive consent under GDPR for N&V to hold your data and for 
publication in hard copy and electronic form on the parish website. Such data will only be 
kept for purposes relating to N&V. Please contact us on 
mardennewsandviews@hotmail.co.uk or our usual telephone numbers if you want your 
data deleted. 

News & Views Monthly Picture Competition 
The picture on the front page was taken by David Bennett while he was out walking 
his dog Hattie and saw the lambs in the field to the left of the entrance to New 
House Farm.   

How to Contact News & Views 
EDITORS: 
Doug Cross: Email: mardennewsandviews@hotmail.co.uk 
Hilary Lees: Rosemary Cottage, Marden, Herefordshire, HR1 3DX. 01432 880679.   
Although, emailed contributions are preferred, hand written contributions are 
also accepted.  Please address hand written contributions to ‘The Editors’ and 
deliver to Rosemary Cottage, Marden, Herefordshire, HR1 3DX  
All articles must be submitted to the Editors no later than the 15th of each 
month to appear in the next edition of the Newsletter, (that’s the deadline, but 
there is absolutely nothing wrong with being early).  Articles should be relevant 
to the parish.  Subject to space being available, the Editors will always do their 
best to try and include all submitted articles. 
TO ADVERTISE IN NEWS & VIEWS — contact the Editors. 
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 Bodenham Bowling Club 
Our short mat and indoor bowling season has finished and we are preparing for the 
opening of the green at Siward James Centre on Saturday 18th April at 2pm. 
Subscriptions will be due for the season and we hope to see current members and 
welcome to anyone interested in finding out more about bowling.  Club nights are 
Mondays at 5pm and our first friendly game is at Wellington Bowling Club on 
Saturday 25th April. 

Jean Fryer  (Secretary)  01568 797338 

Marden Arts and Crafts  
In April we shall be welcoming Mary Roberts who will be running a hands-on 
session showing us how to make fun and interesting metal sculptures using 
aluminium drinks cans. You will need to bring a pencil, an old magazine and small 
pair of old scissors (Mary will bring some extras if you don’t have any). All other 
materials will be provided.  
We look forward to seeing you at the meeting which will start at 2.00pm in 
Bodenham Parish Hall on Wednesday 22nd April. If you have not been to a MACS 
meeting before come along and join us. You will be made very welcome.  

Wendy Steadman  

Marden Gardeners Club  
The Marden Gardeners enjoyed a brilliant and entertaining talk last month from 
Alun and Jill Whitehead of Aulden Farm. They bought a derelict property near 
Leominster in 1995 and proceeded to turn it into a beautiful garden over the years 
while creating a business raising plants for Plant Fairs. They’ve retired their business 
now but the garden is open annually for the National Garden Scheme. The Marden 
Gardeners will be doing a summer visit in July to see this 3 acre beauty. Why not 
join us?  
For our April session, we are going to learn about Wormeries and Composting from 
Heather Gorringe of “Wiggly Wrigglers”. We’ll also have our Annual Evening 
Daffodil and Tulip Show. So bring along as many single stems of daffodils and tulips 
in a jar or vase from your gardens as you like to compete and win prize vouchers.  
DETAILS:  Wednesday 8th April, 7pm, Marden Community Centre 
Visitors are very welcome to attend for £3pp. We always have refreshments at the 
end of our meeting and a raffle.  
ADVANCE NOTICE: SAVE THE DATE! It’s the Marden Gardeners Annual Plant Sale 
and Coffee Morning! 16th May 10-12:30.  
The Marden Gardeners now also have their very own Facebook Page! Look us up 
and give us a “Follow” for up to date Club news, local gardening events and top tips.  

The April winds are magical, and thrill our tuneful frames; the garden walks are 
passional to bachelors and dames. -Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Angela Sasso 
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Girlguiding News  
Rainbows welcomes all girls from 4 to 7 years old to laugh, learn and have fun in a 
creative safe space.  Rainbows will laugh, sing and make a happy mess (and help 
clear it up!) as they choose their way through our programme of activities.  
Your child will have plenty of magic moments: they might become a time traveller, 
an animal tracker, a pop singer, a stargazer. It’s a wonderful world of adventure just 
for them.  
Brownies welcomes all girls from 7 to 10 years old for nonstop fun, learning and 
adventure.  Brownies is full of firsts: your child can explore their creative side, get 
out into the great outdoors, learn how to look after themselves, others and the 
world we live in.  
They might grow their first plant, cook their first cake, put up (and take down) their 
first tent or go on their first fun-packed weekend away with guiding 
friends. There's something for every girl! 
If your daughter would like to join us you can register your interest on the 
Girlguiding website  https://girlguiding.org.uk  - just click on ‘Register a child’ and 
fill in your contact details.  Or contact our local groups directly for more 
information: 
For Rainbows (Age 4-7) please contact Laura at Suttonrainbow@gmail.com 
For Brownies (Age 7-10) please contact Katy at mardenbrownies1@outlook.com   
For Guides (10 – 14) please contact Alison at mardenguides@outlook.com  
Volunteering with Girlguiding is very rewarding and great fun. If you would like to 
join us please contact mardenguides@outlook.com  or register on the Girlguiding 
website, and we can find the best role for you.   

Alison Thomas – Guide Leader 

Marden WI 
At our April meeting we shall be welcoming Lady Foley once again as our speaker. 
This time her talk is entitled “The Time the Late Queen Came to Stay” when Queen 
Elizabeth II and the Duke of Edinburgh stayed with Lady Foley and her husband on 
Guernsey after he had been appointed Governor of the Island. This will be a 
fascinating insight into a royal visit including security, royal protocol and everything 
else that surrounds such an event.  
We look forward to seeing our members on Thursday 9th April at 2.00pm in 
Bodenham Parish Hall. Visitors are always very welcome to attend our meetings. 

Moira Thomas 

Mothers’ Union 
Our meeting in April will be on Tuesday 14 April (please note this is the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month). We hope to renew our promises made as members of the Mothers’ 
Union and enrol our new member into the Branch. Time: 2.30 pm   Venue: St 
Mary’s Church, Marden. The service will be followed by refreshments.  

Penny Godfrey  
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 News from your Parish Church 
St Mary the Virgin, Marden & the Amberley Chapel 
Rector: Rev Paul Roberts (01568 797863) email: maundchurches@gmail.com 
Churchwarden: Jess Tidball (01568 797227); jessicatidball70@outlook.com & 
Janet Hewlett on 01432 880061.   
Amberley Hon. Churchwardens: Jo Erskine (01432 880821) & Viv Gumble 
(07842272928)  

S
E

R
V
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S  

Church Sunday Services in April: 
Sunday 5th Easter Service 11:15am  Sides person: Sally.  Readers: Penny & 
Jess. Readings: Acts10:34-43, Colossians3. 1-4 13-17 & John 20.1-18 
Sunday 12th 10:30am. Group Service Bodenham. Holy Communion. 
Sunday 19th 11:15am. Holy Communion. Sides person: Roger. Readers: Janet 
& Rhod. Readings: Acts2. 14a, 36-41 1 Peter1. 17-23, & Luke24.13-35 
Sunday 26th 9:30am. Holy Communion at Amberley. Readings: Acts11.1-18, 
Revelation21.1-6 John13.31-35 
Please note sometimes services and times are changed at the last minute due to a 
change of circumstances, so please check the church notice boards or phone the 
Churchwarden. 

Marden Church Library 
Why not cuddle up with a good read. We have a good range of fiction and non-

fiction books to suit everyone. You can borrow or buy.  
Or you can tackle one of our jigsaws. 

We are open when the church opens at 10am subject to a church service.  
All are welcome.  
Sandra Watkins 

Yardbirds  
Saturday 18th April 10am – 1pm. New Volunteers are very welcome.  

Contact Dave T:  07980 653118 or Dave Lloyd on 07931 427140  

Helping Hands in April: 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals: There were none during March  
Cleaning: Fiona & Katie. Flowers:  Easter displays and flowers on Saturday 4th 
April. Come everyone to decorate the church to celebrate Easter. 
Events: 6th Easter Monday Family Event 2-4pm. Sat.18th Consultation for Plans 2-
4pm. The PCC ACM 2pm Marden Church Weds 29th  
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Rector writes: 
Dear friends 
Over the past few weeks our Lent study group has been exploring the Book of 
Revelation together. At first glance, that might seem a rather unusual choice for the 
Lenten season. Revelation can feel like one of the more puzzling parts of the Bible, 
filled with vivid symbols, strange creatures and sometimes unsettling imagery. It is 
not always the first place we might think to look for encouragement or reflection. 
Yet as we have spent time with it, many of us have been struck by how deeply 
hopeful this remarkable book really is. Beneath the dramatic language and powerful 
images lies a message written for people living through fear, uncertainty and 
upheaval. The first Christians who heard these words were facing hardship and 
anxiety about the future. Revelation reminded them that God had not abandoned 
the world, and that ultimately love, life and justice would prevail. 
At its heart, the book points toward the same promise that we celebrate at Easter: 
that death and darkness do not have the final word. The risen Christ stands at the 
centre of the vision, assuring us that even in the most troubled times God is at work 
bringing renewal and new life. 
As we have moved through Lent and approach Easter, that promise begins to echo 
all around us in the natural world. After the stillness and greyness of winter, the 
signs of spring appear almost suddenly. Buds begin to open, shoots push up through 
the soil, and the landscape slowly fills with colour again. Nature seems to carry an 
irrepressible urge toward life. 
For Christians, this annual renewal offers a gentle reminder of the Easter story. Just 
as spring follows winter, the resurrection follows the cross. Out of apparent 
endings, God brings new beginnings. 
If you find yourself searching for deeper truths, or longing for the kind of peace that 
the world cannot give, you would be very welcome among us. This Easter we 
warmly invite you to join us as we celebrate that message of hope and joy together. 
Whether you come regularly or have not been to church for some time, you will be 
most welcome as we gather on Easter Sunday at Marden Church (11.15am) to 
rejoice in the promise of new life. 

With every blessing for a joyous Easter season 
Paul 

Church news continued on page 8.  
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Marden Church 200 Club 
The March draw was held at the Community Hub and the winners are:    
 Place Prize Ticket No. Winner 
 
 
 
 

1st   £20 192 Olivia Marsh 
2nd   £15 299 Mike Steadman 

3rd   £12   29 DG 

4th   £12   24 Julie Johnson 

Churchwarden’s News 2026     
April is here and soon it will be Easter. In Holy week: Maundy Thursday 2nd April 
there will be a service at Sutton St Michael at 6.30pm followed by the Service of the 
Last hour at 3pm on Good Friday at Bodenham. Easter Saturday the Vigil will be at 
6pm in Preston Wynne Church. Easter day our service at Marden will be at 
11.15am.  
On Easter Monday we will be having a Family Fun and Activity afternoon 2-4pm at 
Marden Church. Buy a chick to zip down a wire across the church, plus lots of other 
free activities. Refreshments will be on sale. I hope lots of you who are not away on 
holiday will be able to attend for some FUN!  
The PCC along with its sub committee ‘The Fabric Committee’ have been working 
hard with architect Bonnie Kitchen looking at how we can make the church fit for 
purpose in the future.  For example, for community use and to be more flood 
resilient without losing its history, character or spiritual focus. On Saturday 18th 
April 2-4pm we will be opening the church for a public consultation to view plans, 
ask questions and comment. We value your opinion. All parishioners are welcome 
and refreshments will be available.  
If you wish to know more about the workings of the church and maybe be more 
involved in the church, the Annual Church Meeting will be at Marden church on 
Wednesday 29th April at 2pm. At present we have several vacancies for Parochial 
Church Council (PCC) members and parishioners on the Church electoral roll would 
be most welcome to join the PCC. If you would like to be added to the electoral roll 
please contact Dave Tidball.  

Wishing everyone a Happy Easter from the Churchwardens and PCC. 

Parish Consultation 
Saturday 18th April, 2 to 4pm at Marden Church 

We would like your views on the proposed refurbishment and reorganisation of 
Marden Church. 

Complimentary refreshments provided. 
Come, tour the church, see the plans and give us your views. 

All welcome 
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Marden Links Parish Hub 
April 2026 

Hub Café – Thank you to everyone who has already dropped off their completed 
New Parish Hall questionnaires, the responses so far are helpful and insightful. 
There is still time for those who have not yet filled one in. They can be dropped 
off at the hub or handed to any Parish councillor. Whilst at the hub dropping off 
your form, do pop in and try one of the potential new chair samples for comfort 
and size. Much of the furniture from the current community centre and Hub will 
be utilised in the new hall but we will be needing some additional chairs and 
some tables as the large round tables often used, belong to the academy.  The 
Hub will be closed on Good Friday 3rd April 
A couple of dates for your diaries: there will be a Spring Parish Litter pick on the 
11th of April 10am meet at the academy car park, followed by a Community 
Garden Tidy up session 11-2pm all volunteers very welcome to either (or both!)  
Finally, we are holding a fundraising table top sale in the community garden on 
the 9th of May. £5 per table if you wish to sell your own items, or donations for us 
to sell will be very welcome.  
Repair Café—We have welcomed two new volunteers to our Repair Café, which 
is fantastic as we are consistently busy each month. There has been a lot of 
discussion about repair cafés in the local news recently, which has no doubt 
helped raise awareness. There is no charge for repairs — however, donations are 
welcome and help us cover the cost of tools and consumables for future sessions. 
Please remember to add as much detail to the booking form when you fill it in. 
Make, model numbers and an idea of the problem can allow us to pre research 
and potentially buy parts needed in advance meaning we can repair more of your 
items on the day  
Next Repair Café Date: Saturday, 4th April, 10am – 1pm 
You can book online, by phone, by email, or in person at the Hub www.marden-
links.org/repair-cafe    07980 310696 
Community Garden—We are holding a spring preparation day in the garden 
pruning, planting and weeding. Please join us if you have an hour to spare. Bring 
your own tools as we have limited supplies. Tea/coffee and (maybe cake) 
provided. 11th April 11-2pm  
New Parish Hall—Great progress is being made now with the floors walls and 
roof on and  the solar panels are also installed. Decisions regarding floor and wall 
finishes are coming thick and fast. It is an exciting time for our Parish! Our official 
opening of the Hall is  Sunday 30th August 2026. More details will follow soon! 
You can also read Newsletter No. 13 on the Marden Links website under the New 
Parish Hall page: https://www.marden-links.org/marden-parish-hall/ 

Hub Café every Wednesday & Friday 2-4 pm   
Repair Café first Saturday of the month 10-1pm 

Email; contact@marden-links.org                          Website; www.marden-links.org 
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 Sutton Environment & History and Sutton Walls 
Conservation, Joint Event. 

'Sutton Walls Revisited: a hillfort with history.’ A talk by Judy Stevenson 
Tuesday 14th April 2026 starting at 7:30pm in Sutton St Nicholas Village Hall, 
Bayley Way, HR1 3SZ. Entrance donation £3.00.  Refreshments will be available 
and there will be a Raffle. Cash only please.  
Sutton Walls hillfort is one of the most important and intriguing hillforts in 
Herefordshire. From the Iron Age to the early Medieval period, and again in the 
last 100 years, it has gained a prominence that most other hillforts in the county 
have not shared. Archaeological excavations by eminent archaeologist Dame 
Kathleen Kenyon in 1948-51, uncovered a mystery as well as 2000 year old 
houses, ramparts and some of the most amazing artefacts that are now held in 
the Hereford Museum’s collections. 
The site has been a Scheduled Ancient Monument since 1933, under the 
protection of Historic England and assisted by the volunteer run Sutton Walls 
Conservation Group since 2017. It is classified as a monument at risk. 
This talk will review the history and archaeology of the site and touch on its 
current situation and its possible future. 
Judy Stevenson retired as Senior Curator at Herefordshire Museum in 2024, after 
a 40 year career working in archaeology and museums in London, Herefordshire 
and abroad. 

Jane Keating 

Wellington Parish History Society 
All are welcome to attend the Wellington Parish History Society meetings in 
2026.  They are all Thursday evenings, 7.30pm at Wellington Community 
Centre.  The talks are £3 for visitors, followed by refreshments (donations).  Follow 
our Facebook page @wellingtonphs or contact Gill Bullock on 
gillbullock@hotmail.co.uk for more information.  
28th May - Timber-Framed Buildings - What's Not to Like? - David Clayton 
24th September - Wellington Charities - Gill Bullock 
26th November - Wellington Court - Marc Willimont 

Marden History society  
The History Society is currently not meeting.  However, Lin McCoy can still be 

contacted for any enquiries regarding Marden Parish history.  
Lin McCoy  
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Marden Branch of Herefordshire Wildlife Trust  
Our April meeting will be on Tuesday 7th at 7.00pm ‘Experience of working for 
Wildlife Trusts’ by Rosie Wilson HWT at the Community lounge in Marden School 
HR13EW 
Donations are HWT members: £3 non-members £4 
There will be an in house raffle and refreshments at the end. There will be no 
HWT sales table at this meeting. 
May 2026 Tuesday 5th at 7.00pm Branch Annual General Meeting followed by: 
‘History of Life at Birches Farm’ by Rob North.  
The Batsford Arboretum Group Trip by coach planned for Saturday 11th April has 
been cancelled due to low numbers booked in. A small group will go by car.                             
There is a planned visit to The Newport RSPB nature reserve on 12th September. If 
you would like to go let me know (Jess) 

For more information contact: Jess on 01568797227 or WhatsApp on 
07983120580 or email: jessicatidball70@outlook.com or Gwyneth on 

mardenhwt@icloud.com    
The Herefordshire Wildlife Trust on 01432 356872, email - 

enquiries@herefordshirewt.co.uk, visit www.herefordshirewt.org, 
or visit ‘Queenswood’ Country Park and Arboretum, Dinmore Hill, Nr Leominster, 

Herefordshire HR6 0PY  
Jessica Tidball, Chair Marden Branch 
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Someone has lost their Library card please can they call me 07545 806 531 Janet 
Peacock or call at Stone Cottage, Marden (on corner of Rudge Grove), with some 
ID. 

A BELATED THANK YOU 
It is a year ago since Mark Davies, our amazing postman, completed his last round 
in Marden. I remember especially because it was Six Nations time, of which Mark is 
a great fan. That Saturday morning we were talking about the forthcoming match, 
but not for long as he was anxious to finish his delivery then go home to watch. The 
following week we heard that he had suffered a serious heart attack and was in 
hospital. During the ensuing months information subsequently trickled through that 
he was on the mend but that he would not be returning to work. Much to my 
delight I bumped into Mark and his wife in Hereford on 14th March, and he is well, 
happy and thoroughly enjoying his retirement. 
Thank you, Mark, for the excellent service you provided which went far and above 
the call of duty. Many people in the village are grateful that you noticed when 
something was amiss at their property, that you raised the alarm when they were ill 
and that you did everything possible to help them when trouble struck. Our post 
was always correctly delivered and you provided a wealth of local knowledge. How 
privileged we were that you were "our postie" for so many years!  
May you spend your retirement pursuing your favourite interests; holidays in 
Cornwall spring to mind, as well as following rugby, particularly the Exeter team. If 
ever you are in our area we'd be delighted to see you.  

 Sue Addis   

World Day of Prayer Service – Friday 6 March 2026 
Thank you to everyone who attended, took part, baked and served refreshments 
and supported this service. A total of £175 was collected and forwarded to the 
organisation. Under its Constitution, The National Committee of World Day of 
Prayer, England, Wales & N Ireland, is able to award a number of grants each year 
to Registered Christian Charities, to assist their projects throughout the world, 
especially in the writer-country of the year of request. Here are some examples of 
the projects:- Provision of resources for women and children in South 
America:  providing teenagers with preventative and pastoral support: education 
and employment initiatives in Zimbabwe: baking a brighter future -Healing, skills 
and dignity through baking in Brighton & Hove: bridging the digital divide for Girls 
in Kenya. 

Penny Godfrey  
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 Wildside 2026 
Spring is here at last, slightly warmer, not so much rain with blossom and flowers 
springing up everywhere. As the sun begins to rise the birds are singing loudly 
outside my window.  
Most animals that have hunkered down for the winter will now be out and about 
foraging for food and thinking about mating and producing.  
When I was a teenager I went to see Shakespeare’s play ‘Taming of the Shrew’ 
making me wonder about the small rodent that the cat often brought in but never 
ate. I found out, this is because they have a gland that produces a liquid that covers 
their skin which makes the shrew foul to eat, so many of their predators discard or 
avoid them. There are 3 types of shrew that live on mainland Britain and another 
European one called the white toothed shrew that lives in places such as the 
Channel Islands and on the Scillies.  Here, it is known as the ‘Scilly Shrew’.  In 2021 
one of these foreigners was brought in by a cat on the mainland, which is a big 
conservation worry, as non-indigenous species disrupt the eco-system and out 
compete with the native species.  
The common shrew found in our gardens, parks, woodland and farm land weigh 
about 5-14g and are about 5-8cm long with a tail about half that size. They have 
excellent hearing (although only tiny ears) and a great sense of smell and lovely 
long pointed noses. Our shrews have red tipped teeth. 
Once somebody said to me: “what is the most dangerous animal in the world.” I 
said: “hippo or shark” and they said: “no a shrew.” They are very territorial and 
aggressive with a very sharp bite. They can gobble up food bigger than themselves 
such as big earth worms, slugs, snails and insects. Thankfully they are very small but 
I always wear thick gloves if rescuing one.  
They only tolerate their own kind at mating time, which starts in April and 
continues to about August. They can have a 3-4 litters a year comprising of up to 7 
young. When a nest is disturbed or the young are learning to go out and about, they 
hold on to each other by the base of their tails. It is called a caravan.  A bit like 
when I was a child and we would hold onto each other’s coats when in town. A 
shrew has a very high pitched squeak but it also uses ultra sound to locate objects.  
What I think is amazing is they shrink in the colder months to conserve energy as 
food sources are scarce.  Normally they have to consume loads of food due to their 
tiny size. The pygmy shrew is the smaller paler version that has a longer and hairier 
tail and the water shrew is a bigger version and much darker and that also has a 
venomous bite, deadly to its prey which are fish and frogs, but not us. Although  
shrews are probably the most numerous of our small furry beasts, they are 
threatened by development, habitat loss and pollution.  
As with all wild native species in the country they are protected under Schedule 6 of 
the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act.  jessicatidball70@outlook.com    
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DEFIBRILLATOR           
     The Marden defibrillator is located outside the 

Marden Primary Academy  

Welsh Water Phone Number  
Welsh Water Emergency Operations. Leaks, Blockages (incl. blocked drains), etc. 

can be reported on: 
Freephone 0800 052 0130 

We cordially invite you to visit and join the Community 
Library in Wellington 

 We are  Open Every Wednesday &  1st Saturday of the month 
10am - 12 Noon in the Parish room (next to Shop) 

 A wide range of books for all ages : New books every month 
Run by Wellington volunteers: supported  by Leominster Library 

Community Wine Glasses 
The Community Wine Glasses that were given for the use of Bodenham and 
Marden Parishes are now stored at Jess Tidball's. Therefore if a community group 
need them for an event please contact Jess Tidball on 01568 797227 or email: 
jessicatidball70@outlook.com      
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RT BUILDING SERVICES 
 
 
General Builder & Property Maintenance 
Small extensions, brick & block work 
Driveways/block paving 
All types roof construction, plastering. 
All types floor laying 
UPVC fascia boards, guttering & cladding 
HARD LANDSCAPING Natural stonework, patios 
Retaining & decorative walls, courtyards & fencing  

For a free estimate call Ray Taylor,  
07917 132 294 

 

 

 

D G Lawrence Ltd Building Services 
Est 1984                                          Fully Insured 
Small Repairs 
Roofing/Repointing 
Bathrooms/Kitchens/Design 
Plumbing/Electrics/Tiling 
Painting/Decoration 
Landscaping etc. 
(Whatever your property requires) 
01432 880080 
07702271663 
Email: dglawrencebuiling@outlook.com 

Firethorn, Churchway, Sutton, HR1 3BD  
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New Luxury 3 Bedroom Holiday Caravan 
to Let, at Barmouth Bay Holiday Village. 

3 Bedroom – sleeps 6 
5 mins walk to the beach 

Spacious layout – wrap around decking 
Fully kitted out- including dishwasher 

Home from home 
Dog by arrangement 

For dates, availability and more details 
Call Donna 07854 254829 

Unique Hand Turned Wood 
Clocks and Table lamps for sale 

I can also offer 
PAT electrical testing free for local 

charities, 
£5 per domestic household item 

David Godding. Email drg39@me.com 
for an appointment 

Cheques or cash preferred 
All profits to charity 

JOHN TAYLOR  
DECORATOR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Magpie Cottage, Burmarsh, 

Sutton St. Nicholas 

Hereford 

HR1 3BT 

Tel: 01432 880759 

Mobile: 07500 457443 

   Email:  

bigstrongmen@hotmail.co.uk 
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Home support 
The support we provide: 
· Meal preparation  
· Companionship 
· Personal care 
· Administering meds & creams 
· Live in care 
· Shopping and cleaning 
· Manual handling 

 

 

 

 

Info@elgarcare.co.uk    
Tel: 01432 507560 
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Servicing, repairs and installation of: 
Natural Gas, Oil and LPG boilers. 

fires, cookers (incl. Aga’s and Rayburns) and 
water heaters 

Renewables – solar, ground and air source 
heat pumps 

Unvented Hot water cylinders 
General plumbing – installation, design and 

advice 
Landlord Certifications 

Residential Park homes - LPG repairs and 
servicing 

Agricultural Heating – installation and repair 
 

Phone: 01432 880573 
Email: sales@neonheating.co.uk 
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Carpet & Upholstery cleaning service.  

 

 

  

BURMARSH MOTOR SERVICES 
          Car & Light Commercial 

    Services, Repairs 
MOT Service Available 

Local Collection & Delivery 

UNIT 1, BURMARSH TRADING ESTATE. HR1 3BT 
TEL: KEITH 07771 681915 0R 01432 880837 

 
 
 
 

PARKINSON’S LIFE 
PROGRAMME 

1 to 1 Neuro Physio-Led Coaching, 
Education and Exercise for People with 

Parkinson’s and their families 
A Flexible and Positive Approach from 

Diagnosis onwards 
Sarah Edwards MCSP HCPC-Registered 

Based in Castle Street, Hereford 
01432 628123 

www.edwardsphysio.co.uk 
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ANDREW JELLEY  
OPTICIANS 

professional eyecare and excellent eyewear 
Tenbury Wells  
01584 811445 

& 
Bromyard 

01885 488259  
www.andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunnybank Farm Holiday Cottages 
Sutton St Nicholas 

2 immaculate cottages both with a double 
and a single bedroom. 

Bathroom with bath and shower upstairs 
and an extra toilet downstairs 

Wonderful views in quiet country 
location.  Plenty of parking. 

Free WiFi 
Contact Laura on 07812 705955 or email 

info@herefordcottages.com 
www.herefordcottages.com 

TRADITIONAL FISH AND CHIPS 
Pies, sausages, kebabs etc, 

and much much more. 

Coming to the village of Marden, every 
Tuesday 5 till 8pm, throughout the year.  

We will be by the park  
near the school. 

DSP MOBILE CATERING 

Also parties, weddings, etc. catered for. 

Tel 07593 879238  

 LADIES! FEELING OVERWORKED? 
NEED A BREAK? 

Why not let Marisa Beauty look after you? 
7 years experience 

Marisa’s Mobile Massage & Therapy Service 
Swedish Massage—60 min—from 45 

Hot Stone Massage—60 min—from £50 
Aroma Therapy—60 Min from £48 

Express Relaxation—45 min—from £40 
Relaxing Back Massage—40 min—from £30 

Phone or email for an appointment 
07767 103198—o.aleksandrova726@gmail.com 
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www.kembleathome.co.uk 
01432 352443 | enquiries@kembleathome.co.uk 

Sigeric Business Park | Holme Lacy Road | Hereford HR2 6BQ 

Herefordshire’s friendliest home care and live-in care provider. 

Live-in Care | Visiting Care  | Respite | Companionship 
We are very proud of our company culture. We are positive and open minded, we find 

solutions, and we live by our principles. We are very proud that it has won us an 
‘Outstanding for Caring’ rating by CQC. 
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Dog walking and Drop in Service 
www.handynannypetservices.co.uk 

Ring Alice on  
07771323330 
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Armstrong Rogers  
& Co Accountants 

45 Etnam Street 
Leominster 

HR6 8AE 
We are a local firm of accountants 

who specialise in :- 
Tax Return Preparation 

Capital Gains Tax 
Property Rental Accounts 

Foreign Income 
Estate and Inheritance Tax 

Accounts Preparation 
Pay Roll 

VAT 
Limited Company Accounts and Returns. 

We can provide guidance as well as a continuing service .Our aim is to provide a 
professional and friendly service.  

YOUR BUSINESS MATTERS TO US 
Please call either Niki Griffiths Rose (Tax) or  

Steve Hardwick (Accounts) on 01568 612862 for further details. 
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All aspects of tree & hedge work undertaken 
Large/dangerous trees a speciality 

Fencing services 
Experienced, qualified staff 

Emergency 24hr call out 
Fully insured to £5million 

Call for a free quote 
07887582886 
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Disclaimer 
Articles and information submitted for inclusion in Marden News and Views are published 
without prejudice and in good faith and should in no way be assumed to express the views 
and opinions of the editors.  Articles submitted anonymously will not be printed. News and 
Views can accept no responsibility for any information which is incorrect or subsequently 
changed. 

Editors 

Useful contact details 
Ø To report dog fouling – Ring 01432 260000 or report online at https://

myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-dog-poo 
Ø To report potholes or drainage problems with roads – Ring 01432 261800 or go 

to https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200196/roads/190/
report_problems_on_the_road 

Ø To find out about local roadworks – Check the parish website or go to https://
roadworks.org 

Ø To contact the Parish Clerk – Email parish.clerk@mardenherefordshire-
pc.gov.uk or ring 01432 683787   

Ø The parish website is www.mardenherefordshire-pc.gov.uk 
Ø Local police Safer Neighbourhood Team – Email 

herefordrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk or ring 101 
Ø The Rural & Business Crime Team consists of Sarah Smith, John Meek & Paul 

Crumpton, who work across Herefordshire as part of a larger dedicated 
problem solving team supported, not just by Special Constables and volunteers 
but also by members of the public. Their message to you is: “Please, please, 
please report suspicious activity, people or vehicles. No matter how insignificant 
you might think it is, if it is suspicious to you, it probably is so let us know at the 
time.”  

Ø For a confidential conversation with Sarah, John or Paul contact them directly 
on:  

 PC John Meek 07773 044234  or john.meek@westmercia.pnn.police.uk  
 PC Sarah Smith 07773 047243  or sarah.smith@westmercia.pnn.police.uk  
 Paul Crumpton 07773 044781 or paul.crumpton@westmercia.pnn.police.uk   
Ø Reporting an incident of bad/dangerous driving, you can report it online at the 

time or soon after and upload a photo or video that includes the number plate 
details to https://www.westmercia.police.uk/police-forces/west-mercia-police/
areas/west-mercia/campaigns/campaigns/2019/operation-snap/ 

Ø If a road is blocked by such an incident, you need to report it at the time to 101. 
Submitting data to Operation Snap requires you to give your personal details 
and agree to go to court if required. However, only 1-2% of reported offences 
actually go to a court case, in most cases a driver improvement course or fixed 
penalty notice will be issued. 

Ø For a persistent nuisance problem caused by smoke/bonfires or sewage 
problems, contact Herefordshire Council online at https://
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200148/your_council/50/contact_us or ring 
01432 260000. All such issues need to be reported at the time of the issue 

Ø If you have problems with sewage contamination of drains or roads, please 
report it at the time to Herefordshire’s Community Protection team on 01432 
260000 and the Environment Agency incident hotline on 0800 807060 
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Elizabeth Gunby Artist 
Pet & Animal Portraits  

07522487672 
elizabethgunby@icloud.com 

www.elizabethgunbyartist.com  

CLIVE CHAMBERS FLOORING 
Carpets & Vinyls Supplied & Fitted 

Over 30 years experience 
Top quality fitting 

Choose your new flooring in the comfort of your own home 
100’s of samples to chose from 

We can move and replace furniture and also dispose of existing 
flooring 

TEL: 01432 880898 
Mobile: 07713 136238 

(Bradnor Cottage, Marden) 
Email: clivechambersflooring@ymail.com 

 

 

Are you looking for professional and 
 efficient window cleaning services in 

 the Leominster/Hereford area? 

CVC Window Cleaning Ltd is a trusted 
 window cleaning contractor catering  

To both commercial and domestic 
customers 

Services include: 
Windows (including frames & sills),  

Solar Panels, Gutter Emptying,  
Gutter/Facia/Soffit Cleaning 

Call: 01544 209339 | 07765 428726 
info@cvcwindowcleaning.co.uk 
www.cvcwindowcleaning.co.uk 


